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victor. The Chinese author justly remarks : "Thus they make
a game of a deadly fight."1

The same primitive character may also be noted in their
dress and food. The chief characteristic of the dress of the
people was that both men and women usually kept the upper
part of their body naked, and only put something like a modern
sarong around the lower limbs below the waist. This is
definitely recorded about the people of Lang-ya-su, Java, and
Borneo.3 The fact that the custom prevails even to-day in
the island of Bali gives an authentic character to the Chinese
statement. A woman without any covering for the upper
part of the body would be regarded in modern India as a relic
of barbarism. But it is only fair to bear in mind that even
now the custom prevails among some South Indian tribes, and
that ancient Indian sculpture as a rule represents female figures
without any covering for the upper part of the body.

Rice formed the ordinary article of food, at least in Java.
Another Indian characteristic was the chewing of betel. They
drank wine made from flowers, cocoanuts (probably palm-tree),
penang or honey, which were all intoxicating.3

The people had various amusements to enjoy their lives,
(rambling seems to have been widely prevalent. The people of
San-fo-tsi played pa~kui9 chess or arranged cock-fight, in all
cases staking money.4 Cock-fighting was also a favourite
pastime in Java. More innocent amusements were trips to
mountains or rivers. We are told about Java : "In the fifth
month they go in boats for their amusement and in the tenth
month they repair to the mountain to enjoy themselves there.
They have mountain ponies which carry them very well, and
some go in mountain chairs."6

1.    Ibid, pp. 50-1.

2,    Ibid,  pp.  10, 46,   51,   106.      In   the    History   of   the   Sung
Dynasty,   however, the dress  of the Javanese is  said  to  be wrapped
round the breast and then going down below the knees (Ibid, p. 17).

3,    Ibid,  pp. 13, 49, 63,   Chau Ju-kua, p, 60.

4.    Groeneveldt-Notes, p. 75.                       5,    Ibid, p, 17.